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News and Events, May 2025 Edition 

 
FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK 
After a very wet April in Tennessee and other parts of the country, May has finally arrived. This is the final 
weather window for some last-minute antenna work before the sweltering summer heat arrives. May also 
means the two things to us contester types -- the Dayton Hamvention and the WPX CW contest. 
 
As usual, several of your fellow TCG members will be attending the Dayton Hamvention. Things kick off on 
Thursday with Contest University. There are some new professors and new talks scheduled for CTU this 
year, including our very own AD4EB, just back from another record-setting performance in the Florida 
QSO Party. See elsewhere in this issue for Jim's story on his latest FQP adventure. 
 
Also this year will be the final performance of the 
Spurious Emissions Band, which played for the 
first time at Dayton 15 years ago (my how time 
flies.) The band members gathered here in 
Pegram a couple of weeks ago and worked up 
another set of ridiculously silly songs for your 
entertainment. We are grateful to have N6AN 
join us this year for our (hopefully) comical 
version of "The Last Waltz." 
 
Finally, the second biggest CW contest of the 
year wraps up this month. The WPX CW contest 
is an "everyone works everyone" contest and is 
usually a monster rate fest. We're hoping for 
good band conditions this year, although it is not 
uncommon for 10 meters to fade a bit at this 
time of the season. There should be a lot of action on 15 and especially 20 meters. We hope to hear you in 
the WPX CW Contest. Look for some helpful propagation charts on our mailing list later this month. 
 
A survey pool recently went out to the membership proposing a possible move of our mailing list platform. 
Our current platform (Google Groups) is showing its age, and some users have had difficulty using it. 
There is another platform called groups.io which has been widely adopted by other amateur radio 
communities. Please let us know in your survey vote how you feel about changing platforms.  
 
Thanks again to Brad WF7T for handling the newsletter over the last several months. Cathy W4CMG will 
be taking over starting with next month's newsletter. We are very grateful to Brad and Cathy for their 
ongoing contributions to the Tennessee Contest Group. 
 
73, —Kirk K4RO         TCG President 

 
 

Spurious Emissions Band, 2025 
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AD4EB/M – FLORIDA QSO PARTY 2025 
Everything just happened to align perfectly to finally reach the 4,000 QSO mark in this year’s FQP. With a 
QSO count of 1,909 after 10 hours on Saturday, it looked like we would end up a bit short. But we still 
thought it was possible, as the last few hours operating as a mobile in these QSO parties are often the 
best (people come out of the woodwork for some reason). To take the most advantage of the last few 
hours, Melody and I decided to spend a little extra time on 2 county lines, knowing that it would probably 
cause us to miss making it to our last planned county. It paid off, the QSO counts for the last 3 hours were 
230, 252, and 198, which took us barely over 4,000 QSOs for the first time as a single op. Our final claimed 
QSO count is 4,011 QSOs, which we realize may not stand after log checking, but that’s okay as it would 
give us a goal for next year. 

This was the first time I’ve ever averaged 200 QSOs/hour in a 20-hour contest. Here are the things I feel 
contributed to making it possible: 

1. Operating in as many CWTs as possible 

2. Practicing pileups with MorseRunner, using previous 
FQP callsigns, daily for 5-6 weeks 

3. Operating mobile in the GQP two weeks prior with 
3,531 QSOs (I was very warmed up) 

4. Band conditions were extraordinary, with 2 bands 
always wide open (40 and 20, or 20 and 15) 

5. Having so many other mobiles created lots of interest (and kept my pileups a bit smaller and thus 
more manageable) 
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6. #1 - Melody did her usual great job driving and keeping us 
on schedule and safe 

In this contest there are not many multipliers for in-state 
participants. The multipliers are states, provinces, and DX 
callsigns. By the end of this contest, each multiplier was worth 
51 QSOs, which makes searching for them worthwhile. So, 
what I have recently started doing is operating SO2V and 
assisted with my IC-7610 to chase DX stations. I use the 2nd 
VFO and the N1MM spectrum display to look for workable DX 
multipliers. It can take a while to get the other station to 
correctly copy my callsign and then exchange the state and 
county but it sure does result in a larger score. 

Below you find some screens shots showing the score 
summary, rates, and multipliers. If any of you have an inkling to 
get into mobile contesting, you won’t be disappointed. I would 
be glad to help.  

A big thank you to all the TCG members that worked us.  

73 – Jim AD4EB and Melody KI4HVY 
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CONTEST ACTIVITY 
Here is a selected list, as of this publication, of those who put up scores on 3830 Scores Summary in 
March: 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.3830scores.com/index.php
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Didn’t see your score listed? Next time, make 
sure to submit your score summary to 
3830scores.com, and use the pull-down menu 
under “Club” to select “Tennessee Contest 
Group.” Of course, it’s also important to make 
sure that the Cabrillo file that you submit to the 
contest sponsor also contains the following line: 
CLUB: Tennessee Contest Group. This will 
ensure that your score will contribute to the TCG 
club aggregate score. 
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DUES & MEMBERSHIP & NEW MEMBERS 
No new members logged in April! If you have someone that you would like to nominate as a new 
member, please e-mail K0EJ (mark.speck.k0ej@gmail.com) so an invite can be sent out. 
 
Are you up-do-date with your dues? Do you need help navigating the HamClubOnline 
(https://secure.hamclubonline.com/) ? Pop us a message via the TCG Google Group 
(https://groups.google.com/u/1/g/tcg1) and we can assist!  
 
TCG membership is open to all with an interest in contesting. There are no geographical 
limitations. All you need is a sincere interest in contesting, and the willingness to get on the air 
and operate with us. 

 
 

UPCOMING CONTESTS 
The following table is a list of the upcoming contests which qualify for the TCG Most Radioactive 
Award. For more information on the MRA, please refer to K4TCG.ORG under the TCG INFO 
section. Thanks to Jim AD4EB for this list, and to Ted W4NZ for administering the TCG Most 
Radioactive Award. 

   
May 3, 2025  7th Call Area QSO Party 

May 3, 2025  ARI International DX Contest 

May 3, 2025  Delaware QSO Party 

May 3, 2025  Indiana QSO Party 

May 3, 2025  New England QSO Party 

May 10, 2025  Canadian Prairies QSO Party 

May 10, 2025  CQ-M International DX Contest 

May 10, 2025  Volta WW RTTY 

May 17, 2025  Arkansas QSO Party 

May 17, 2025  His Majesty King of Spain Contest, CW 

May 24, 2025  CQ WW WPX Contest, CW 

  

June 7, 2025  ARRL International Digital Contest 

June 7, 2025  Kentucky QSO Party 

June 14, 2025  ARRL June VHF Contest 

June 14, 2025  GACW WWSA DX 

June 21, 2025  All Asian DX Contest, CW 

June 21, 2025  Stew Perry Topband Challenge-Jun 

June 21, 2025  West Virginia QSO Party 

June 28, 2025  His Majesty King of Spain Contest, SSB 

 

 

https://secure.hamclubonline.com/
https://groups.google.com/u/1/g/tcg1
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All in all, it’s been a fun solar cycle peak. Contest records were broken, DXCC bandslots have been filled, 
some ATNO’s logged. Some lucky few even experienced some real F2 propagation on the Magic Band. It’s 
not over so chin up! The high bands will still be lots of fun through this year, so keep Radio Active!  
 
It has been a pleasure to serve the club as your newsletter editor. I now pass the reins to Cathy W4CMG; 
you are in great hands. See you in Dayton, and see you on the bands…73 Brad WF7T 

  


